
FAO TURKEY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMME

FAO Sub-regional Office for Central Asia

“PARTNERING FOR FOOD SECURITY AND 
SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES”

Ankara, November 2015



SUBSTANTIVE SCOPE OF FTPP

The Government of Turkey, represented by the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock and FAO 
concluded an Agreement in 2006 to set up FAO-Turkey Partnership Programme (FTPP) with a trust fund 
contribution by the Government of Turkey which amounts to USD 10 million over an initial period of five 
years (2007–2011) at the benefit of the countries assisted by the FAO Sub-regional Office for Central Asia 
in Ankara, Turkey. 

The overarching objective of the FTPP is to provide assistance on food security and rural poverty reduction 
in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

The Turkish International Cooperation Agency (TIKA), Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs (MFWA), 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) and Ministry of Development (MD) also contribute to FTPP-related 
activities.

FTPP is primarily defined by the six broad areas:

• Food Security;
• Agricultural and Rural Development;
• Natural Resources Management, including Forestry and Fisheries;
• Agricultural Policies;
• Food Safety;
• Animal and Plant Genetic Resources.
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Since 2009, 28 projects were approved and funded under the partnership programme with a total allocation of
USD 10,100,000.

The distribution of approved budgets in relation to thematic areas since 2009 is as follows:

The distribution of projects since the first Steering Committee meeting, in relation to participation of countries is 
as follows:

STATUS OF THE PROGRAMME

Total Budget
10.100.000 $

National
 2.050.000 $

Multi-Country 
3.950.000 $

Regional
4.100.000 $

Food Security and Safety
1.130.000 $

Natural Resources Management
3.730.000 $

Capacity Development
5.240.000 $
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FAO and the Government of Turkey –represented by the Ministry of Food Agriculture and Livestock and the Ministry of 
Forestry and Water Affairs – agreed to extend and reinforce their partnership agreements on food security, forestry and 
other areas over an initial period of five years (2015 – 2019). 

Agreements of the FAO-Turkey Partnership Programme (FTPP) and FAO-Turkey Forestry Partnership Programme (FTFP) 
were signed at a high level ceremony in Ankara on 4 June 2014 with the participation of FAO Director General Jose 
Graziano da Silva, Minister of Food, Agriculture and Livestock Mehdi Eker and Minister of Forestry and Water Affairs Veysel 
Eroglu. Two Ministries, on behalf of the Government of Turkey, committed to contribute USD 20 million in total for the two 
partnership programmes. 

The objectives of the Programmes are to provide a substantive, financial and operational framework for active cooperation 
in the areas of food security, rural poverty reduction, sustainable management of forests and tree resources in the countries 
of Central Asia and beyond. 

Both of the partnership programmes are intended to contribute to the shared objective of achieving food security and 
eradicating malnutrition throughout the subregion.

THE WAY FORWARD

FTPP-2 Thematic Areas: 
• Food Security and Nutrition
• Agricultural Rural Development
• Protection and Management of Natural 

Resources including Fisheries, Aquaculture, 
Animal and Plant Genetic Resources

• Agricultural Policies
• Food Safety
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The objective of project is to increase capacities of main stakeholders, including Ministry officials, 
food inspectors and food processors to develop risk-based preventive systems for food safety hazards 
management and control.

Major Progress:

• All consultants have been recruited.

• Inception mission was organized to Kyrgyzstan in November 2013.

• Workshops were held in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan to finalize the development and dissemination of 
“Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point” (HACCP) guidelines. 

• A team of food safety professionals from Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan attended to a study visit in Ankara 
between 29 April-2 May 2014. Participants were informed by the Ministry officials about food safety 
practices in Turkey, visiting food laboratories, some of the prominent catering services, milk and meat 
production facilities in Ankara. 

• A mission was conducted in the beginning of November 2014 to promote Good Agricultural Practices 
(GAP). The preparation of four guidelines on GAP is in preparation upon Tajikistan’s request. Manuals 
for pastry enterprises, good hygiene practices and HACCP principles were reviewed. 

• Under the FTPP visibility project, a mission was organized in July 2015 to conduct interviews with the 
key beneficiaries of the project. Tajikistan officials explained that the guidelines are in preparation on 
domestic canning, bakery production, developing hygiene in milk production and public consumption. 

Turkish experts contribute to food safety in Central Asia

Project Title:
Capacity development in food 

safety risk management of 
food processing enterprises 

and national authorities in 
Kyrgyz Republic and Republic 

of Tajikistan

Project Symbol:
GCP/SEC/010/TUR

Beneficiary Countries: 
Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan 

Duration:
2 years

Budget:
200,000 $               

Thematic Area: 
Capacity Development

ONGOING PROJECTS
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Women empowerment through enhancing agricultural extension 
services in Turkey and Azerbaijan

Project Title:
Capacity development 
support to rural women on the 
socio-economic and gender 
aspects of sustainable rural 
development 

Project Symbol:
GCP/SEC/007/TUR

Beneficiary Countries:
Turkey
Azerbaijan

Duration:
3 years 

Budget:
250,000 $

Thematic Area:
Capacity Development

ONGOING PROJECTS

The objective of the project is to increase the capacity of rural women and women’s organizations via 
training and awareness raising on a wide variety of subjects through strengthening training and extension 
services for rural women. 

Major Progress:

• Field visits as part of the needs assessment were carried out between 18-24 March 2014 in Kastamonu, 
Antalya and Kars, the selected three pilot provinces of the project. The gaps and needs of the training 
programmes were analysed in these cities by the extension staff. 

• Face-to-face meetings, interviews and focus group meetings were conducted with women farmers and 
extension agents during these field visits in order to prepare Gender Sensitive Service Delivery Needs 
Analysis and enable an environment for information exchange.

• Gender Sensitivity and Gap Analysis Workshop was held on 14 April 2014 to identify the current status 
of the extension agents in terms of gender sensitive service delivery.

• A workshop on Gender Sensitive Agricultural Extension Training Content and Guideline for Turkey was 
held in November 2014.

• The “Gender Sensitive Agricultural Extension Training Workshop” was held in Antalya, Turkey, from 8 to 
11 December 2014 with the participation of 30 extension staff from pilot provinces. The main purpose 
of the workshop was to increase the capacity of extension agents to design and deliver more gender 
sensitive advisory services in order to meet the needs of both women and men in rural areas.

• Final workshop for the training content and programme for rural women and extension staff took place 
in Ankara between 25-27 October 2015. Participants consisting of 30 women farmers and 6 extension 
agents were trained on entrepreneurship, product development and marketing. The content of the 
training programme was designed based on the the results of the need assessment surveys that were 
conducted in the pilot cities. 

• Azerbaijan part of the project will start and be built on the experience that took place with the  extension 
agents in the pilot cities of Turkey.
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Tacikistan’da Gıda Güvenliğini Arttırmak için 
Ev Eksenli Fidanlık Geliştirilmesi ve Çevrenin Korunması

İçerik
• Kadınların işleteceği ev fide yetiştirme alanı
• 230 bin fide dikimi
• Koruyucu bitki alanlarının oluşturulması 
• Evde fide yetiştiriciliği 
• Ağaç dikiminin yaygınlaştırılması 
• Kurumsal kapasitenin geliştirilmesi 

ONGOING PROJECTS

The objective of the project is to improve legislation, strengthening institutional capacity, training national 
experts and using the principles and practices of organic agriculture. At the end of the project, it is 
expected that legal basis for promotion of organic agriculture will be improved, organic farming techniques 
and measures will be sufficiently validated by a core group of farmers and an expanded program will be 
prepared for farmers of other districts. 

The activities have been carried out under this project:

• Inception mission was conducted between 24-29 November 2014. Project objectives were presented 
and discussed in the inception workshop with a wide group of stakeholders. The detailed work plan was 
developed and future steps were identified. 

• TCDC (Technical Cooperation between Developing Countries) Consultants on Economy, Marketing, and 
Inspection and Certification of Organic products will be recruited in the near future.

• With the support of Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock of Turkey and the Turkish Agency for 
International Cooperation (TIKA), a study tour for the participants from Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan 
and Uzbekistan was organized in İzmir between 17-23 August 2015 to demonstrate the development 
and promotion of organic agriculture in Turkey. 

• The study tour program covered theoretical sessions and visits to companies that are operational 
in producing, processing and marketing organic products. Ege University Organic Farm, Tire Milk 
Cooperative, private organic farms and companies were among the places in which good practices 
were shared on internal control systems, organic feed and milk production, animal husbandry, organic 
inspection and certification and ecotourism.

Development of Organic Agriculture in Azerbaijan

Project Title:
Development of organic 

agriculture and institutional 
capacity building in Azerbaijan

Project Symbol:
GCP/AZE/006/TUR

Beneficiary Countries:
Azerbaijan

Duration:
2 years

Budget:
200,000 $               

Thematic Area: 
Capacity Development
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Turkey’s first online soil information system to be accessible to 
farmers and policy-makers

Project Title:
Establishing a national geo-
spatial database for soil fertility 
properties soil organic carbon 
content and potential chemical 
fertilizer consumptions

Project Symbol:
GCP/SEC/007/TUR

Beneficiary Countries:
Turkey
Azerbaijan

Duration:
3 years 

Budget:
200,000 $

Thematic Area:
Natural Resources 
Management

GOOD PRACTICES

The objective of the project is to establish a National Geospatial Database for Soil Fertility and Soil Organic 
Carbon (SOC) Information System for Turkey with reliable data and information on upper soil fertility, soil 
carbon content and chemical fertilizer consumptions.

The project is being implemented to establish a consolidated national soil information system which 
can be accessed online through a web-based Geographical Information System by farmers, land users, 
researchers and decision-makers.

Major activities:

• Inception workshop was held in Ankara on 4 October 2012 with the participation of project partners, 
stakeholders, and FAO experts to share experiences on soil management and digital soil mapping, and 
to review project the logical framework and finalize the work plan.

• By the end of November 2014, 7885 sample from soil archive belonging to 81 provinces of the country 

have been analyzed and some of physical and fertility parameters and soil organic carbon contents of 
the soils were determined.

• With the help of FAO’s soil expertise, the Ministry’s research staffs were being trained on soil organic 
carbon analysis, digital soil mapping and the development of a web-based GIS portal for soil data 
sharing and dissemination.

• The working group members were trained on digital soil mapping (DSM) to carry out mapping soil 
properties. They implemented case studies successfully on selected agricultural watersheds to perform 
geostatistical methods for modeling soil organic carbon. 

• The project is on its way to meeting one of its key outputs, which is the completion of a national soil 
carbon map. The mapping system for soil fertility will also shortly be finalized and ultimately all of the 
data will be shared online with users.

• As a part of 2015 International Year of Soils activities, following the Eurasia Soil Partnership meeting in 
Turkey in mid-June, the final workshop of the project was held on 23 July 2015.

© FAO / Rosetta Messori
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Tacikistan’da Gıda Güvenliğini Arttırmak için 
Ev Eksenli Fidanlık Geliştirilmesi ve Çevrenin Korunması

İçerik
• Kadınların işleteceği ev fide yetiştirme alanı
• 230 bin fide dikimi
• Koruyucu bitki alanlarının oluşturulması 
• Evde fide yetiştiriciliği 
• Ağaç dikiminin yaygınlaştırılması 
• Kurumsal kapasitenin geliştirilmesi 

The objective of the project is to establish basis to identify, recognize, conserve and sustain management 
of agricultural systems and to associate landscapes, biodiversity, knowledge systems and cultures. 
Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) are selected on the basis of their importance for 
the provision of local food security, high levels of agricultural biodiversity, store of indigenous knowledge 
and ingenuity of management systems. 

The project focuses on integrating family and traditional farming communities to national socio-economic 
development agenda. It also aims at addressing poverty and food insecurity of local communities through 
sustainable management of natural resources.

Main activities:

• After the inception workshop at the beginning of the project in the pilot area, 25 case studies were 
received and six of them shortlisted by the project steering committee as potential GIAHS sites in 
Turkey. 3 of the 6 shortlisted potential GIAHS sites in the pilot area were identified as “GIAHS proposal” 
in Turkey and dynamic conservation plans of these three sites are under preparation. 

• Six shortlisted GIAHS sites showcase a diverse feature including natural dyeing and weaving systems, 
Karacadag rice production systems, cheese production systems, Sultan Seyhmus fig production 
systems, “Kilis Karasi” grape production systems and olive production systems. 

• While assessments of the potential sites in the pilot area were on the way, GIAHS labeling and marketing 
studies in the pilot area were completed. GIAHS introductory materials printed and distributed to 
stakeholders. 

• The GIAHS initiative and the project were introduced to stakeholders in Black Sea, Aegean and 
Mediterranean Regions. It is expected to receive remarkable GIAHS proposals from these regions. 

• Led by the Ministry’s General Directorate of Agricultural Researches and Polices, a working group has 
been established for identification of labeling and certification procedures and rules for Turkey. 

Exploring and conserving centuries long agricultural 
heritage in Turkey and Azerbaijan

Project Title:
Stewardship of globally 

important agricultural heritage 
systems (GIAHS) 

in Azerbaijan and Turkey

Project Symbol:
GCP/RER/028/TUR

Beneficiary Countries:
Azerbaijan

Turkey

Duration:
4 years

Budget:
250,000 $               

Thematic Area: 
Capacity Development

GOOD PRACTICES
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Sub-regional Projects
Project Beneficiaries Duration Budget

1
Initiative for Pesticides and Pest Management in Central Asia and Turkey
GCP/RER/035/TUR

7 SEC Countries 3,5 years 450,000

2
Central Asia Regional Programme for Fisheries and Aquaculture Development
(FishDev-CA)
GCP/RER/031/TUR

7 SEC Countries 5 years 1,800,000

3
Seed Sector Development in Countries of the Economic Cooperation Organization(ECO)
GCP/INT/123/MUL

7 SEC Countries 
+3 ECO Countries

2 years 350,000

4
Promoting the management of animal genetic resources in SEC countries
GCP/SEC/003/TUR

6 SEC Countries 3,5 years 700,000

5
Enhancing Visibility of the FAO-Turkey Partnership Programme (FTPP)
GCP/SEC/009/TUR

7 SEC Countries 3,5 years 200,000

6
ECO Regional Coordination Centre for Food Security (RCC-FS)
GCP/RER/044/TUR

ECO Countries 3,5 years 500,000

7
Identification and formulation of a regional project to strengthen scientific, technical 
and institutional cooperation to support responsible fisheries in the Black Sea 
GCP/RER/025/TUR

BUL, GEOG, ROM, 
RUS, TUR, UKR

2 years 100,000

Multi-Country Projects
Project Beneficiaries Duration Budget

1
Capacity Development for Analysis and Strengthening of Agricultural Innovation Systems (AIS) in 
Central Asia and Turkey
GCP/RER/029/TUR

KYR, TAJ, TUR, 
UZB, AZE

2,5 years 220,000

2
Mutually Acceptable Mechanism on Integrated Use of Water Resources in Central Asia through 
Applying a Scenario Approach
GCP/INT/137/TUR

KAZ, KYR, TAJ, 
UZB, AFG

1 year 450,000

3
Conservation Agriculture and Resource Conserving Technologies for Irrigated Areas in Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan
GCP/RER/030/TUR

AZE, KAZ, 
TUK, UZB

2 years 600,000

4
Identification, Assessment and Stewardship of Globally Important Agricultural heritage Systems 
(GIAHS) in Azerbaijan and Turkey
GCP/RER/028/TUR

AZE, TUR 4 years 250,000

5
Capacity Building for Sustainable Management of Mountain Watersheds in Central Asia and the 
Caucasus
GCP/SEC/002/TUR

AZE, KYR, TAJ,
TUK, TUR, UZB

2 years 300,000

6
Capacity Development Support to Rural Women on the Socio-economic and Gender Aspects of 
Sustainable Rural Development
GCP/SEC/007/TUR

AZE, TUR 2 years 250,000

7
Strengthening national capacities for production and analysis of sex-disaggregated data through 
the implementation of the FAO Gender and Agriculture Framework (GASF)
GCP/SEC/008/TUR

KYR-TAJ-TUR 2 years 330,000

8 Cattle production improvement in Central Asia countries
GCP/SEC/001/TUR AZE, KYR, TAJ 3 years 600,000

9 Towards better national and regional locust management in Caucasus and Central Asia 
GCP/SEC/004/TUR

AZE, KAZ, KYR, 
TAJ, TUK, UZB

5 years 600,000

10
Capacity development in food safety risk management of food processing enterprises and national 
authorities in Kyrgyz Republic and Republic of Tajikistan (HACCP) 
GCP/SEC/010/TUR

KYR, TAJ 1 year 200,000

11 FAO-GIEWS Price Database and analysis tool
GCP/SEC/006/TUR AZE, KYR, TAJ 1 year 150,000
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National Projects
Project Beneficiaries Duration Budget

1
Home Based Nursery Development for Improved Food Security and Environmental Protection in 
Tajikistan
GCP/TAJ/006/TUR

TAJ 2 years 200,000

2
Capacity Building in Sustainable Forest Management Planning and Forest Fire Management in 
Syria 
GCP/SYR/014/TUR

SYR 2,5 years 230,000

3 Development of an Agricultural Development Strategy in Kyrgyzstan for 2011- 2020
GCP/KYR/008/TUR KYR 2 years 200,000

4 Protection and cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants in West Mediterranean region in Turkey
UTF/TUR/058/TUR TUR 2 years 180,000

5
Establishing a National Geo-Spatial Database for Soil fertility Properties, Soil Organic Carbon 
Content and Potential Chemical Fertilizer Consumptions 
UTF/TUR/057/TUR

TUR 2 years 200,000

6 Strengthening of national and institutional capacity on land consolidation
UTF/TUR/060/TUR TUR 1 year 100,000

7
Promotion of Water Saving Technologies in the Uzbek Water Scarce Area of the Transboundary 
Podshaota River Basin 
GCP/UZB/002/TUR

UZB 4 years 200,000

8 Improving livelihood of rural population in Azerbaijan through increased apiculture productivity
GCP/AZE/005/TUR AZE 2 years 200,000

9 Development of organic agriculture and institutional capacity building in Azerbaijan
GCP/AZE/006/TUR AZE 2 years 200,000

10
Improving food security, food safety and living standards of vulnerable populations in Tajikistan 
through effective and sustainable control of brucellosis in animals and humans 
GCP/TAJ/009/TUR

TAJ 2,5 years 180,000
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FAO Sub-regional Office for Central Asia (SEC)
FAO Representation in Turkey

İvedik Cad. No: 55, Yenimahalle, 06170, Ankara, Türkiye
Website: www.fao.org/europe/sec

Telefon: +90 312 307 95 00
Fax: +90 312 327 17 05

E-mail: fao-sec@fao.org • fao-tr@fao.org         /faoturkiye

Photo collage on the front page: Clockwise from top left:
• A FISHDEV project beneficiary is working in her fish farm © FAO / Aytek Basi
• Child standing in front of milk processing machines that are provided under FTPP’s project on cattle improvement © FAO / Vlad Ushakov
• A woman farmer is getting ready for milking a cattle with her child © FAO / Aytek Basi
• Women are working in Kyrgyzstan’s prominent pastry company which is aligned with international standards with the help of FTPP food safety project © FAO / Ozge Dogan
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