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Сhinese sleeper Perccottus glenii 

Dybowski, 1877 has been one of the most 

dangerous (most successful) invasive 

species in Europe. 

The first find of this species in the Dniester 

basin in Ukraine was noted in the 70-80s of 

the 20th century in ponds of the Dniester 

upper reaches near the city of Sambir, and 

also in the basin of its left tributary, the 

Vereshchytsia River. According to our data from 2016-2021, this 

invasive species was observed in the river 

bed and several tributaries of the Dniester: 

Bystrytsia-Tysmenetska, Stryi, Kuna, 

Svicha, Limnytsia, Bystrytsia (right 

tributaries), Strypa and Seret (left 

tributaries). A total of 190 specimens of 

Chinese sleeper from different rivers of the 

Upper and Middle Dniester basin were 

analyzed. The caught fishes were up to 4+ 

years old and had a body length of 2.3–10.8 

cm and a weight of 0.28–42.2 g. In the 

rivers of the middle Dniester basin, Chinese 

sleeper was found mainly in silted arms, in 

shallow water among thickets with slow 

flow. However, modern finds of it in colder 

mouth areas of the Dniester mountain 

tributaries and upper reaches of the Stryi 

River, indicate the adaptation of this 

species to the new habitats.  

Modern distribution of 

invasive Chinese sleeper 

in the Upper and Middle 

Dniester basin testifies to 

its wide occurrence both 

in the river bed and in 

most left plain tributaries 

as well as its noticeable 

advance into right 

tributaries originating on 

the Carpathian slopes. 

There has recently been a rapid spread of 

Сhinese sleeper in the rivers of the Dniester 

basin. Analysis of publications has shown 

that this species is found in the rivers Hnyla 

Lypa, Koropets, Zbruch, and its stable 

populations already exist in the rivers 

Kolodnytsia, Stryi, Limnytsia, Zolota Lypa, 

Strypa, Seret. 
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Bystrytsia - right tributary of the Dniester river 


