
Introduction
Preventing introduction of Invasive Alien Species (IAS) is generally more cost-

effective than measures taken following their introduction and establishment in

a new location. The good awareness about the negative impact and early

detection of IAS are crucial for prevention of their introduction and spread.

Citizen science (CS) projects actively involve citizens in a scientific endeavor

that generates new knowledge or understanding. Citizens may act as

contributors, collaborators, or project leaders and have a meaningful role in the

project.

Citizen science play an important role for the involvement of a wide range of

stakeholders and societal engagement with the issue of IAS.

In 2018 started the implementation of COST Action CA 17122 “Increasing

understanding of alien species (AS) through citizen science” (Alien CSI)

addressing multidisciplinary research questions in relation to developing and

implementing CS on Alien species (AS).

In 2019 we launched two projects funded by the National Scientific Fund of

Bulgaria related to citizen science for invasive alien species in Bulgaria aimed

at studying the state of the CS on IAS in Bulgaria and integrateing the results

obtained in the analysis at the European level, within the framework of the

COST action Alien SCI.
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Conclusions
The IAS awareness of the general public is at an unsatisfactory level in Bulgaria.

A national awareness-raising campaign is needed to change public attitudes towards alien 

species in order to prevent their introduction and spread in Bulgaria. 

A National Bioblitz dedicated to Invasive Alien Species in 2022, is in preparation in an 

appropriate period in which more alien species can be observed, it is planned to be conducted

Blioblitz will be held in two stages:

• Preparatory, in which the awareness of the IAS problem will be raised and the potential 

participants in the national initiative will be identified

• Conducting a national Bioblitz in different settlements within one week (Week of Invasive 

Alien Species).

Joint ESENIAS and DIAS Scientific Conference and 10th ESENIAS Workshop, Ten years of cooperation and 

networking on invasive alien species in East and South Europe, 09–11 November 2021, Virtual Conference

Methods
Survey for identifying all IAS related stakeholders, projects, initiatives and

information sources in Bulgaria was conducted.

Questionnaire surveys were conducted to assess the initiatives/projects related to

IAS Citizen science available and the level of IAS awareness of different groups in

Bulgaria.

Information was collected by two questionnaires:

• -questionnaire for Alien CS initiatives, developed by WG1 leaders of 

COST Action Alien-CSI

• -questionnaire for IAS awareness developed by the team of the project.  

Online sources were surveyed as well.

Several small-scale Bioblitz events were conducted by

the University of forestry. In addition, participants were

asked to fill a short questionnaire about their readiness

for participating in the event (level of knowledge and

experience.

Results and Discussion

Results - citizen science for invasive alien species in Bulgaria

Results show relatively poorly developed CS in Bulgaria. Despite the numerous

projects dedicated to IAS, only three of them were related to IAS to Citizen science:

• “Pilot-study (data collection) on invasive alien species in the Danube Region

with a smartphone application developed by the JRC (Danube-IASapp)”

• “State and perspectives of citizen science for invasive alien species in Bulgaria

• “Increasing understanding of alien species through citizen science (Alien-CSI):

Approaches to citizen science, data management and standards (Bulgaria)”.

Only one CS online platform “Citizen science for invasive alien species in Bulgaria” 

with useful information and an option to register newly recorded species is 

available. 

invazivnividove.ltu.bg

Few other on-line formats  propose an opportunity for recording of alien species 

detected.

In the framework of project Danube-IASapp several campaigns for early detection

of IAS were conducted using the smartphone application “Invasive Alien Species

Europe”

Detection of alien species by IAS App

https://ednodarvo.io/

Results - Alien species related information sources
The information sources that refer to different groups of organisms and topics 

related to different degrees to alien species or invasive alien species in Bulgaria 

are: 

• 15 scientific journals, 

• 4 institutional databases, 

• 12 information portals, 

• 22 specialized websites and forums 

• 15 Facebook pages and groups, 

• 10 websites of major non-governmental organizations working in the field of 

research and conservation of biodiversity.

Results –Alien species related stakeholders  
The main national institutions responsible and relevant to the problem of alien

and invasive alien species in Bulgaria are as follows: 

• 3 ministries with the respective directorates, 

• 11 state agencies, centers and laboratories, 

• 13 scientific institutes and universities, 

• 3 museums, 

• 5 botanical and zoological gardens

mailto:rtomov@yahoo.com
http://www.iber.bas.bg/
http://www.iber.bas.bg/

