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ABSTRACT 

POLITICAL ECONOMY OF BEET SUGAR 

IN EUROPEAN UNION AND TURKEY 

 

Political economy or political economics first emerged in 18th century. This 

term, the date which it came in to use, it helped to understand the significant changes 

in the system which determines the production and the distribution of needs and 

demands of people, goods and services. In time, in parallel with the changes in 

World, political economy term with the well accepted at the present time, uses to 

investigate how the political decisions taken by governments have an impact on the 

markets and to what extent the functioning of markets is effective in giving direction 

to the governments policies. 

From past to present, in European union, which is the one of the important 

economies of the World, and in Turkey, protectionist policies were implement 

continuously in sugar industry which has strategic importance. Implemented custom 

duties and the production quotas has protected the beet sugar which produces 

domestically against to cane sugar and starch based sugar. However these 

protectionist policies which were pursued had different impacts on stakeholders in 

the sector. 

In terms of political economy of sugar industry, economic analysis of policies 

which implemented in beet sugar industry in European Union and in Turkey was 

made and the effects on stakeholders of these implementations was examined. 

Moreover the prudential optimal policies which can be implemented with the current 

economic situation of the sector, were put forward. 
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